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This syllabus is for Personal Finance.  Assignments will be added and deleted as the needs of the class 

dictate. 

  



Module 1: Bank On It  
 

Purpose  
Bank On It provides an overview of banking services. It is designed to help 
you build a positive relationship with financial institutions (i.e., banks, thrifts, 
and credit unions).  
Purpose  

Bank On It provides an overview of banking services. It is designed to help 
you build a positive relationship with financial institutions (i.e., banks, thrifts, 
and credit unions).  

 

Objectives  
After completing this module, you will be able to:  

 Identify the major types of insured financial institutions.  

 Identify five reasons to use a bank.  

 Describe the steps involved in opening and maintaining a bank account.  
Describe two types of deposit accounts.  

 Identify additional bank services that come with deposit accounts.  

 Describe the main functions of the bank customer service representative, 
teller, loan officer, and branch manager.  

 
 
Module 2: Check It Out 
 
Purpose  

The Check It Out module will help you identify ways you can save money. Check It 
Out will teach you what you need to know to open and maintain a checking account. 
You will learn the responsibilities involved with having a checking account, and the 
many ways you can use it.  

 

Objectives  
By the end of this module, you will be able to:  

 State the benefits of using a checking account.  

 Determine which checking account is best for you.  

 Identify the steps involved in opening a checking account.  

 Add money to and withdraw money from a checking account.  

 Reconcile a check register with a bank statement.  
 
 

  



Module 3: Setting Financial Goals  
 
Purpose  

Setting Financial Goals will help you get a handle on how you spend your 
money and show you how to prepare and follow a personal spending plan.  
 

Objectives  

 After completing this module, you will be able to:  

 Track daily spending habits.  

 Prepare a personal spending plan to estimate monthly income and expenses.  

 Identify ways to decrease spending and increase income.  

 Identify various tools that will help you manage your money.  
 

 
 

Module 4: Pay Yourself First  
 

 
Purpose  
The Pay Yourself First module will help you identify ways you can save money. It 
will also introduce savings options that you can use to save toward your goals.  

 
Objectives  

 After completing this module, you will be able to:  

 Explain why it is important to save.  

 Identify savings goals.  

 Identify savings options.  

 Determine which savings options will help you reach your savings goals.  
 

 
Module 5: Borrowing Basics 
 
Purpose  

The Borrowing Basics module will help you learn how to use credit appropriately 
and determine what forms of credit best suit your needs.  
 

Objectives  

 By the end of this module, you will be able to:  

 Define credit.  

 Explain why credit is important.  

 Identify three types of loans.  

 Identify the costs associated with getting a loan.  

 Tell how you are protected against discrimination in the lending process.  



 Identify the factors lenders use to make loan decisions.  

 Explain why it is important to be wary of rent-to-own and refund anticipation 
services.  

 

Module 6: Charge It Right Layering Table  
 
Purpose  
Using a credit card can be both convenient and necessary. Charge It Right will teach 
you about credit cards and how to use them responsibly. 

 
Objectives  

 After completing this module, you will be able to:  

 Describe the purpose of credit cards.  

 Determine which credit card is best for you, or if a credit card is a good option 
for you.  

 Identify the factors credit card companies look for when making credit 
decisions.  

 Describe how to use a credit card responsibly.  

 Identify the steps to take when a credit card is lost or stolen.  
 

 
 

Module 7: Paying for College and Cars  
 
Purpose  

The Paying for College and Cars module provides general information about 
installment loans, including car loans and student loans. When you have 
completed this module, you will be able to describe the characteristics of 
consumer installment loans and be able to choose loans that are best for you.  

 
Objectives  

 After completing this module, you will be able to:  

 Differentiate between secured and unsecured installment loans.  

 Identify the factors lenders use to make loan decisions.  

 Identify the questions to ask when purchasing a car.  

 Describe various types of college loan programs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Module 8: A Roof Over Your Head  
 
Purpose  

A Roof Over Your Head will give you the information you need to make 
informed choices about renting your first apartment, determining your 
readiness to buy a home, and buying a home of your own.  
 

Objectives  

 After completing this module, you will be able to:  

 Identify initial and continuing costs of renting an apartment.  

 List questions to ask when determining if you are ready to buy a home.  

 List the costs associated with renting and owning.  

 Describe the benefits and pitfalls of renting versus owning a home.  

 Identify how you can guard against predatory lending practices.  
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Language Arts 

In response to 
literary or 
informational text, 
students show 
understanding of 
plot/ideas/concepts 
by selecting and 
summarizing key 
ideas to set context, 
appropriate to 
audience 

       

In response to 
literary or 
informational text, 
students show 
understanding of 
plot/ideas/concepts 
by connecting what 
has been read 
(plot/ideas/concepts) 
to prior knowledge, 

       



other texts, or the 
broader world of 
ideas, by referring to 
and explaining 
relevant ideas or 
themes 

In response to 
literary or 
informational text, 
students make and 
support analytical 
judgments about text 
by stating and 
maintaining a focus 
(purpose), a firm 
judgment, or point of 
view when 
responding to a given 
question 

       

In oral 
communication, 
students 
demonstrate 
interactive listening 
by following verbal 
instructions to 
perform specific 
tasks, to answer 
questions, or to solve 
problems 

       

In oral 
communication, 
students 
demonstrate 
interactive listening 
by summarizing, 
paraphrasing, 
questioning, or 
contributing to 
information 
presented 

       

In oral 
communication, 
students 
demonstrate 
interactive listening 
by participating in 

       



large and small group 
discussions showing 
respect for a range of 
individual ideas 

Mathematics 

M(N&O)–10–4 
Accurately solves 
problems that involve 
but are notlimited to 
proportional 
relationships, percents, 
ratios, and rates. 

   

M(PRP)–8/HS–
1Students will use 
problem-solving 
strategies to 
investigate and 
understand 
increasingly complex 
mathematical 
content 

       

M(CCR)–8/HS–3 
Students will 
recognize, explore, 
and develop 
mathematical 
connections 

       

 
 


